" THE   FUTURE   OF  AN  ILLUSION "
with a harsh cc no," but with the gentle " Je doute "
of Renan. While we cannot but agree with Freud
that religion is doomed, that it has run its course,
we cannot help doubting the suggestion that men
are capable of living without illusions. Education
for reality is certainly a consummation most
devoutly to be wished; but the most striking
attribute of reality is its unpleasantness. We secretly
feel that reality is something others should accept.
The illusion of religion will vanish, but another will
take its place. The supremacy of the intellect which
Freud foresees would never be more than super-
ficial; basically men would still be guided by their
instinctual desires. We do not deny the possibility
that men will some day be ruled by science. But
they will still be men, which is to say, frail, incon-
stant, more or less unreasonable beings who are the
slaves of their instincts and who will never cease to
strive after ephemeral pleasure. And men will
continue to pray, " Lord, give us this day our daily
illusion."
Experience must have convinced Freud that
science has not made the scientists any better; that
they are neither more patient nor happier nor even
wiser. Science is by no means identifiable with the
scientists. Freud himself once wrote the following
lines which indicate that this view was not entirely
strange to him. " If another form of mass education
replaces religion, as socialism seems at present to
be doing, the same intolerance against outsiders
will persist. And if the scientific viewpoint ever
gains a similar hold over the masses, the result will
be no different.55 The rule of reason was instituted
once before to the accompaniment of" <^a ira," and
in its honour several thousand heads fell under the